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PREFACE
The success of the University is determined on the basis of
the academic culture built in itself, the quality of its products and the
research output. The knowledge created through research activities
in the Universities would be of great benefit to various stakeholders in
the society. The research output seeks answers to questions like
what, where, when, how and why for a number of problems concerning
individuals, institutions and the society as a whole. The strong drive
for search of prevailing reality/ facts carries forward the research
process and opens up socio-economic mysteries that are normally
hidden. Thus, research offers insight for promoting socio-economic
changes in addition to its practical utility. Research output contributes
to the development of new concepts, tools, techniques and theories.
The research is a purposive investigation in search of facts enabling
answers to questions or solutions to problems. It covers a wide range
of activities, some very rigorous and technical, some quite small and
simple. It involves collecting new information in an organized and
systematic manner. Academic excellence of Universities is unanimous
with the quality of research output.
The postgraduate theses, which embodies the research
contributions on various specific topics that are considered a “crown
of the student and a mirror of postgraduate faculty”, which signifies a
quality status of any university. The research output of specific
problems is assuming alarming importance. The findings of the
research have to be very neatly presented in a thesis form at the end
of the investigation by the postgraduate students. With this background
in mind, efforts have been made to bring out the guidelines for preparing
Master’s/ Doctoral theses. This publication covers the thesis chapters,
paper and margin, font size and spacing, numbering of pages, use of
abbreviations, quality of plates, submission of final copy and other
guidelines. Further to make the presentation more clear and to bring
about quality in presentation of detailed information in the form of
appendices, format for outer cover page, format for second inner
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cover page, format for certificate and approval and extract of
regulations pertaining to research topic, advisory committee, thesis
submission and examination are elaborately dealt with.
Of late, there has been degradation in the quality of
presentation. The outcome of postgraduate research largely depends
on the output of quality research, brought out by the postgraduate
scholars. As the presentation of results in a befitting manner adds to
the quality of thesis and in turn, speaks about the quality of higher
education being imparted in any university. It is hoped that this
publication will act as a guidelines to the postgraduate students as
well to the faculty in bringing out best quality thesis.

January 2020

Dr. I. Shanker Goud
Dean (Postgraduate studies)
UAS, Raichur
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POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH AND THESIS
Research work carried out during the course of study is one
of the most important achievements of the post-graduate students,
which is documented and submitted in the form of a thesis to the
university. The thesis is an important document not only for the
students but also for the academicians as a whole as the thesis is
referred by large number of people involved in teaching, research,
extension and developmental activities. Research carriedout under
PG programme is generally of high standard and many breakthrough
technologies come through such efforts. Therefore, it is necessary
that the students and the advisory committees make special efforts
not only to bring-out quality research work but present the theses in a
form which is nationally and internationally acceptable and also the
students as well as the university feels proud of possessing and
preserving copies of theses. It is also felt that there should be
uniformity in the preparation of thesis across different faculties of the
university. Therefore, to help the students and the advisory
committees to prepare and submit quality thesis, following broad
guidelines have been developed by the university, which will come
into force from the academic year 2019-20 onwards.
1. Outer Cover Page
The colour of the outer cover page (bound jacket) of all theses
of the university would be yellow for Master’s degree and sky blue
for Ph.D degree. The title of the thesis, name of the student, the
department and the college where the student has registered for the
PG programme, the name of the university and the month and year
of submission would find a place on the outer cover page. These
details would be printed in black letters. On the spine portion of the
thesis, Master’s/ Ph.D. thesis, department, year, title, and student’s
name would be printed in black ink. The outer jacket should be covered
tightly with a transparent plastic sheet. The format of outer cover
page is given in appendix-1.
-7-
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2. Preliminary Pages
The preliminary pages of the thesis should include the following:
i)

First inside cover page giving the same details as the outer
cover page except information on spine portion.

ii) Second inside cover page will include not only information
given on the outer cover page but also it should include the
matter as “thesis submitted to the University of Agricultural
Sciences, Raichur, in partial fulfillment for the award of degree
of Master of ____________in______________/ Doctor of
Philosophy in _____________________”. The format for this
page is given in Appendix – 2 and 3 for master’s and doctoral
thesis respectively.
iii) Certificate and approval from the Chairman and members
of the advisory committee for master’s/ doctoral degree thesis.
Signatures of Chairman and members of the advisory
committee will form the third preliminary page as per the format
given in Appendix - 4 and 5 for master’s and doctoral thesis
respectively.
iv) Acknowledgment from the student It should be typed in brief
and inserted as Appendix-6.
Here student can present a brief write-up expressing the
gratitude for the advisory committee, faculty and other staff
for the co-operation and assistance rendered to complete
thesis work.
v) Contents page should include details of all preliminary pages
and chapter headings and sub headings up to one decimal
points (2 digits). Format of a typical content page is shown in
Appendix – 7.
vi) List of abbreviations
vii) List of tables
viii) List of figures
ix) List of appendices
-8-
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3. Thesis Chapters
The thesis will have the following Chapters in addition to references
and appendices.
1) Introduction
The Introduction Chapter should introduce the topic to the readers,
provide justification for selection of the topic for research study
and clearly indicate the broad and specific objectives of the study.
2) Review of Literature
The Review of Literature should not be simply chronological listing
of findings, but It should provide comprehensive amount of
information on various aspects of the research topic. Unnecessary
references should be avoided. In brief, the review of literature
should be intelligent synthesis of published literature related to
the topic of research.
3) Material and Methods
The Material and Methods chapter should include only details
pertaining to the work carried out. For all the departments, this
Chapter will be uniformly titled as “Material and Methods”, but
Social Sciences departments may name this chapter as
“Methodology”. In this chapter detailed information pertaining to
layout of experiment, treatments, control, varieties used, statistical
tests employed for the analysis of data etc. is to be presented.
4) Results and Discussion
This chapter should include only results obtained in the
experimental work/ survey work etc. The data presented in the
form of tables, figures, plates etc. should be arranged in proper
sequence. Further, the tables, figures and plates should follow
the text pages where these are referred. The discussion part
should be comprehensive but precise. All the findings of the
experimental studies should be discussed and comparison made
regarding similarities and variations with respect to studies
undertaken previously on the topic. The overall picture emerging
out of the study should also be discussed and inferences be drawn.
-9-
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5) Summary and Conclusions
The Summary should be brief and to the point. The most
important findings in the bullets form should be included at
the end of this chapter.
6) References
The references should be listed in alphabetical and
chronological order. The reference cited in the text alone should
be listed. While typing the references, hanging margin may be
followed for authors’ name. Only initials and first letter of last
name of authors’ need to be in capital. In the text, the
references should be cited as Arundhati (1999) or (Arundhati,
1999), Admaczyk and Gore (2004) or (Admaczyk and Gore,
2004), Bechtold et al. (2000) or (Bechtold et al., 2000). The
guidelines provided in Appendix-8 should be adopted for writing
the references.
7) Paper and Margin
Thesis should be typed neatly on A4 size white sheets. A
uniform margin of 2.5cm at top, 2cm at bottom, 3cm at left
side and 2cm at right side should be provided. These margins
should be followed uniformly for all pages including tables,
figures, plates, appendices etc.
8) Font Size and Spacings
The general material and references in thesis have 12 fonts
size with Times New Roman letters with 1.5 spacing between
the lines. Headings will be in 14 font bold and sub-headings
will be in 12 fonts bold size.
9) Numbering of Pages
Every page in the the thesis including tables, figures, plates,
appendices must be numbered for easy reference.
Appendices should not be numbered. However they should
be placed after the references the preliminary pages should
have small Roman numbers as shown in the format of content
page (Appendix-7) for ready reference.
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Guidelines for the Preparation of
Master’s/ Doctoral thesis

10) Use of Abbreviations
•

Only standard abbreviations, followed nationally and
internationally, should be used in the thesis. If abbreviations
are many and repetitive, a list of abbreviations in the beginning
of the thesis should be included in the preliminary pages.

•

For abbreviating scientific journals, the abbreviations as
provided in the “World List of Scientific Periodicals” only should
be used. In case the standard abbreviations are not available
in the World List of Scientific Periodicals, the pattern followed
in the scientific journal itself may be used.

11) Quality of Plates
•

The actual status of the experimental situation or results only
be included in the thesis and if actual situation cannot be
reflected through plates, such plates can be avoided.

•

A set of original photo prints should be deposited with the
college HoD for verification, if necessary.

12) Submission of Final Copy
• One CD and one hard copy each to Library; concerned Dept.
& Chairman of Advisory Committee of the student and one
CD to Dean (PGS) office are to be submitted. In addition to
these copies, one more soft copy in the form of CD shall be
sent to the funding agency through Dean (PGS), if a research/
thesis writing is financially supported by such outside agency.
13) Other Guidelines
•

Any corrections if required to be made after the thesis is bound
they should be made neatly with Black Indian Ink only.

•

The student will be solely responsible for any mistakes in typing,
presentation of material, wrong or mis-statements and for any
other omissions and defects in the thesis. He should take
every care to present the highest quality thesis and towards
this end, he should devote maximum efforts with meticulous
care and attention.
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PROFORMA
GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION OF THESIS AND SUBMISSION
OF REPORT BY EXTERNAL EXAMINERS
The examiners are advised to evaluate the thesis and submit
the evaluation report covering the following points.
1. The choice of the problem and its importance
Whether the research problem is of academic importance or
has practical utility or otherwise? Does the title adequately
indicate the work presented in the thesis?
2. Review of Literature
Whether the previous literature on the topic of research has been
properly reviewed and is it up to date? If not, list out the
deficiencies.
3. Material and Methods adopted
Whether materials and methods for carrying out research work
is appropriate? Indicate deficiency, if any.
4. Planning and conduct of experiments
Whether the experiments/surveys were well planned and
conducted in appropriate manner including statistical design? If
not, indicate the deficiency.
5. Collection of data/photographs
•
•

Whether the data has been collected properly and was it
adequate to draw valid conclusions?
Whether units of measurements, scientific and technical
terms are properly cited?

6. Presentation of data/photographs
•
•

Whether the data was properly analysed and presented?
Comment on the use, relevance and quality of tables, graphs,
photographs etc.
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7. Discussion and Interpretation of data
•
•

Whether the discussion and interpretation of data is proper?
Comment specifically on discussion of results: (i) in the light
of available information and (ii) implications and possible
practical utility.
8. Grammatical mistakes and typographical errors
Grammatical construction and typographical errors if any may
be pointed out.
9. References
•

Whether all the references as quoted in the text are listed
under Reference chapter and vice-verse or not? If not, details
of discrepancies may be listed.

•

Whether the proper format has been followed in the Reference
chapter or not? If not, the mistake may be pointed out.

10. Date of receiving and dispatching the thesis
•
•

Mention date of receipt of thesis for evaluation
Mention date of dispatch of thesis after evaluation

11. Important questions / clarifications
Three to four important questions / clarifications, to be asked at
the time of thesis viva-voce examination need to be mentioned
in the report.
12. Final Recommendation
The last sentence of the examiner’s report should be read as:
I
recommend
that
the
thesis
entitled
“………………………………………………………………………………………………
. ………
. ……………”
submitted by …………………………………………… of the Dept. of
……………………, College of ………………………, ………, be
accepted for award of the degree of ……………............................……
…….………….., of the University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur.
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OR
I
recommend
that
the
thesis
entitled
“…………………………………………… …….…………………”
submitted by …………………………………………… of the Dept.
of ……………………, College of ………………………, ………, be
re-submitted after attending the comments/ deficiencies of the
examiner for re-evaluation.
OR
I do not recommend the acceptance of thesis entitled
“……………………………………………………………………………………”
submitted by ……………. of the Dept. of ……………………………
………………., College of ……………………………… for award of
the degree of ………………………………………… of the University
of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur.
Place:
Date:

(Signature of the External Examiner)
Name _________________________
Address _________________________
_________________________
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EXTRACT OF REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO RESEARCH
TOPIC, ADVISORY COMMITTEE, THESIS SUBMISSION AND
EXAMINATION
Research Topic
1. Heads of the Departments will place special emphasis in
identifying specific problems that need to be tackled by periodical
consultations with the Director of Research/Director of Extension/
concerned Dean/ HoD, the development departments of the state
and others concerned.
2. Heads of the Departments should notify the priority areas of
research so identified for the benefit of newly admitted PG
students. The Master’s degree students should be asked to give
their preference of themes from the notified priority areas.
3. In case of Ph.D programme the students may be encouraged to
search literature and come out with the appropriate research
areas.
4. The Heads of the Departments shall identify the Postgraduate
teachers and research personnel on the college campuses,
research stations and even at other research organisations having
MoU with UAS, Raichur for PG research or having facilities for
PG level research.
5. Based on the choice of the area of research given by the master’s/
doctoral students, the specific topic of research will be allotted to
each student.
6. After allotting the topic, a meeting of the PG students along with
identified PG teachers shall be convened by the Heads of the
Department to allot the students. While allotting the PG students,
at the beginning of each academic year, the Head of the concerned
department would exercise care for an equitable distribution
considering the expertise of the faculty in the department.
-15-
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Advisory Committee
1. Every Postgraduate student shall have an Advisory Committee
with a Chairman who will be from the major field of specialization
or closely related field.
2. The Advisory Committee of Master’s programme including the
Chairman shall consist of at least four members among whom at
least one member shall be chosen from outside the student’s
major field of specialization.
3. Advisory Committee of Ph.D student shall consist of at least five
members including Chairman among whom at least two
members shall be from outside the major field of specialization.
4. The members from the major field will be chosen to form a closelyknit team in the area of specialisation giving it a co-ordinated
approach to help the student to complete the research work.
5. The prior consent of the proposed members to serve on the
Advisory Committee shall be obtained by the Chairman.
6. At any given time, a PG teacher shall not be a Chairman for more
than five PG students, of whom not more than three can be Ph.D.
students.
7. At any time, a PG teacher shall not be a Member of the Advisory
Committees for more than 10 PG students other than to those for
whom he is Chairman.
8. While determining the number of PG students under the
Chairmanship of a PG teacher, those students who have
completed the residential period or those who have discontinued
will not be counted.
9. In case a master’s/ doctoral. student works away from his
concerned college department for his research work, in addition
to the Chairman and Advisory Committee members, there will be
provision of a Co-Chairman. The Chairman or Co-Chairman can
-16-
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be from the place where the student will be working for his
research work provided such scientist/teacher is recognized as
PG teacher by the university. In case, the scientist/teacher at the
place of research work has greater involvement and support for
carrying out the research work, he can be made as Chairman of
the student in due course of time.
10. The HOD shall send the proposal for constitution of the Advisory
Committee in consultation with the Chairman within eight weeks
from the commencement of the first semester to the Dean (PGS).
Thesis submission and examination
1. General
a) The thesis for Master’s degree should indicate a student’s
potentialities for conducting research. The thesis for Ph.D
degree should be a definite contribution to the subject and the
finding and conclusions drawn should be of sufficient importance
for publication. The thesis shall be the result of the student’s
own work. A certificate to this effect duly endorsed by the
Chairman shall accompany the thesis.
b) The students completing thesis work within the minimum
prescribed period may submit their thesis through the Chairman
and HOD to the Dean (PGS) after the 12 th week of the
commencement of the last semester.
c) Registration for submission of thesis beyond minimum
prescribed period but within the maximum prescribed period
may be done at any time during a semester irrespective of the
last date prescribed for registration in a semester.
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d) The thesis shall be accompanied by a certificate to the effect
that the contents, while being submitted for the award of the
degree have not previously formed the basis of award of any
degree, diploma, associateship, fellowship or similar other
recognitions. Whenever, a research paper/ short
communication/ note etc., from the thesis is published, a
footnote shall be given stating that the publication is based on
the thesis submitted for the Postgraduate degree of the
University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur.
Plagiarism Check :
• While submitting the thesis the following guidlines are to be
implemented regarding the check on Plagiarism.
1. Plagiarism check certificate is to be issued by the HoD of the
concerned department after passing through the anti-plagiarism/
plagiarism check software.
2. The student shall produce/ submit the certificates so obtained
from his/her HoD while submitting thesis at the Dean of PG
studies, UAS, Raichur for external examination.
3. Permissible limit of similarly index/ plagiarism for “Results and
Discussion chapter” is 25% to recieve thesis and sending it for
external evaluation.
4. If in any case the similarity index/ plagiarism is more than 25%
the student has to rewrite the thesis and submit it.
e) The thesis should be typewritten and bound as specified. Each
student should submit copies of thesis as follows:
One CD and hard copy each to the UAS, Raichur Library, the
concerned Department, the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee of the student and one CD to the Directorate of PG
studies. In addition to the four copies, if a research/thesis writing
-18-
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has been financially supported by any outside agency, one thesis
copy in the form of CD shall be sent to the funding agency
through Dean (PGS).
f) Copies of thesis deposited in the university library or in the
departmental libraries shall neither be issued on loan, nor would
be made available to any one for a period of two years from the
date of submission.
g) Master’s student shall write minimum one research paper which
should have been submitted before viva-voce and Doctoral
student shall write two papers which should have been
submitted to the journal(s) with NASS rating of more than 4
before viva-voce. (At least acknowledgement is required for
one paper). All the research papers originating from the theses
should be routed through the Dean (PGS) failing which the
University action shall be initiated.
2. Master’s degree
a) The thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the Master’s degree
shall be evaluated by an external examiner who shall be a
specialist in the student’s major field of study and shall be
nominated by the Director of Education on the recommendation
of Dean (PGS) from a panel of three names of specialists in
the particular field but outside the University of Agricultural
Sciences, Raichur, submitted to him confidentially by the
Chairman through the Head of Department. The Dean, however,
has the discretion of selecting the external examiner from outside
the panel of the specialists suggested by the Chairman/ HoD.
b) External examiner shall send the evaluation report separately
to the Dean (PGS).
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c) Thesis viva-voce examination will be conducted by the Advisory
Committee after the thesis is recommended for acceptance
by the external examiner.
d) The Chairman shall send the result of the viva-voce in the
prescribed form to the Dean (PGS) through the HoD.
e) Not more than one member other than the Chairman can remain
absent under unavoidable circumstances after seeking the prior
permission from the authorities.
f) On the recommendation of the Advisory Committee, the thesis
shall be accepted by the university.
g)

In case, the external examiner refuses to accept the thesis
and suggests some modifications, the Advisory Committee may
accept/ reject the suggestions.

(i) If suggestions are accepted, the thesis has to be modified and
sent to the same external examiner and further acted as under
16.5.2 (b) to (f). If the external examiner does not recommend
the thesis for acceptance even for the second time, it shall be
sent to a second external examiner nominated by the Director
of Education on the recommendation of the Dean (PGS) from
the panel already submitted or from a fresh panel.
(ii) If the suggestions are rejected, the thesis shall be sent to the
second external examiner nominated by the Director of
Education on the recommendations of Dean (PGS) from the
panel already submitted or from a fresh panel.
h) If the second external examiner also does not recommend the
thesis for acceptance, the thesis shall be rejected. The students
shall not be awarded degree.
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3. Doctor of Philosophy degree
a) The thesis submitted in partial fulfillments of the Ph.D degree
shall be evaluated by two external examiners nominated by the
Director of Education from outside the university on the
recommendation of Dean (PGS) from a panel of at least five
names of specialists in the concerned field, submitted by the
Chairman through the Head of the Department. The Dean has
however, the discretion of selecting the external examiners from
outside the panel suggested by the Chairman but from the
same field of specialisation.
b) External examiners shall send the evaluation report separately
to the Dean (PGS).
c) If one of the external examiners does not recommend the thesis
and suggests modifications in the thesis, which are accepted
by the Advisory Committee, the modifications may be
incorporated in the thesis and the thesis be sent to the same
external examiner. If the external examiner rejects the thesis
for a second time the thesis shall be sent to a third external
examiner nominated by the Director of Education on the
recommendation of the Dean (PGS) from the panel submitted
earlier or from a fresh panel.
d) In case the Advisory Committee rejects the suggestion of the
external examiner, the thesis shall be sent for evaluation to a
third external examiner nominated by the Director of Education
from the panel submitted earlier or from a fresh panel on the
recommendation of Dean (PGS). If the third external examiner
recommends the thesis for award of the degree, the thesis will
be accepted. If the third examiner rejects the thesis the student
shall not be eligible for award of the degree.
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e) If the thesis is not recommended for acceptance by both external
examiners, it shall be rejected and the student shall not be
eligible for award of the degree.
f) After the thesis is evaluated as indicated above, the thesis shall
be finally accepted for the award of the degree only after the
student satisfactorily completes a thesis viva-voce
examination, which will be conducted by the Advisory Committee
with the addition of one of the external examiners suggested by
Dean (PGS).
g) Not more than one member other than the Chairman and the
external examiner can remain absent during the viva-voce
examination, after taking the necessary prior permission from
the authorities.
h) The students would be expected to defend the thesis during the
viva-voce examination. The thesis shall be accepted on the
unanimous recommendation of the examining committee. The
recommendation signed by all the members of the committee
shall be forwarded by the Chairman to the (Dean PGS), through
the Head of the Department.
4. Performance in the thesis viva-voce examination
When the performance of a student in the thesis viva-voce
examination for Master’s or Ph.D. degree is unsatisfactory, the
student may apply to the Director of Education, through the Dean
(PGS) for permission to appear for re-examination. The reexamination shall not be conducted earlier than one month after
the first examination. Re-examination for second time is not
permitted. If a student fails in the re-examination, he shall not be
awarded degree.
***
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IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF MOISTURE STRESS
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(Sorghum bicolor L.)
DEPT. OF GENETICS AND PLANT BREEDING
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DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS
AND PLANT BREEDING
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UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES,
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APPENDIX – 2
Format for Second Inside Cover Page for
Master’s Thesis

VARIETAL CHARACTERIZATION BY MORPHOLOGICAL, CHEMICAL
AND ELECTROPHORESIS OF COTTON (GOSSYPIUM SPP.)
HYBRIDS AND THEIR PARENTS

Thesis submitted to the
University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
award of Degree of
Master of Science (Agriculture)
in
SEED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
By
MANJUNATH REDDY C.A.
DEPARTMENT OF SEED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, RAICHUR
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES,
RAICHUR – 584 104
AUGUST, 2005
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APPENDIX – 3
Format for Second Inside Cover Page for
Doctoral Thesis
IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
MOISTURE STRESS TOLERANT LINES
THROUGH POLLEN SELECTION IN SORGHUM
(Sorghum bicolor L.)

Thesis submitted to the
University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
award of Degree of
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (AGRICULTURE)
IN
GENETICS AND PLANT BREEDING
By
BASAVANAGOUDA S. PATIL
DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS AND PLANT BREEDING
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, RAICHUR
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES,
RAICHUR – 584 104
AUGUST, 2001
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APPENDIX – 4

Format for Certificate and Approval of
Master’s Thesis
DEPARTMENT OF SEED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, RAICHUR
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, RAICHUR

CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the thesis entitled
“VARIETAL CHARACTERIZATION BY MORPHOLOGICAL,
CHEMICAL AND ELECTROPHORESIS OF COTTON
(Gossypium spp.) HYBRIDS AND THEIR PARENTS”

submitted by MR. MANJUNATH REDDY C.A.,
for the award of degree of
MASTER OF SCIENCE (AGRICULTURE)
in SEED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

to the University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur is a
record of bonafide research work carried out by him during the period
of his study in this University, under my guidance and supervision,
and the thesis has not previously formed the basis of the award of any
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